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SMYC Christmas Party

and Change of Watch
December 2, 2011
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Save these dates:

January 23
Executive Board

Kick-Off Meeting ‘
2012 Brldge and Board -“1 shall”

January 27
Club Night Out Our Christmas Party at the Oceanside Yacht Club was once again
a memorable event. Delicious food was tastefully presented in a
Parade of sparkling holiday setting. Service was outstanding. Conversation was
Lights lively and lots of exuberant smiles lit up the room.
Oceanside
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Commodore Loie Powell thanked
the 2011 Bridge and Board Members
for their service and presented them

Have you met

CHARLIE ? with some beautiful gifts.
Page 5
Staff Commodore Douglas Erway swore in
the 2012 Bridge and Board Members
Education L : who were enthusiastically applauded
And Change of watch for volunteering to serve.
Safety
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The Race Committee passed out
various Awards to some very
Club Activities joyful recipients.
Calendar
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The evening concluded with a
raffle for some excellent prizes
and all 51 guests went home happy.

(Photos by Richard and Edelgard Rieder) Jim Lackey passes out Awards
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Commodore’s

Building on Success

A New Yearis upon us, as we prepare to enjoy the holiday season with our family and
friends. And while 2011 was a fabulous year, 2012 promises to lb&aaneryearfor

SMYC. Over the last few years, SMYC membership has grown significantly, club activities
have been spectacular, and the race program seems to have blasted off with renewed
enthusiasm. 2012 will build on that success.

Who can forget VivianCorMa s on’ s St . Patrick’s CNO
exciting under Commodore Liz Murtland.
Gourmet Burgers at the 2011 Executive Board Meeting and Potluck? (Just to name a
few.) We can follow history to show an eugereasing club growth. But each year has one
thing in common: Dedicated members, serving to make the next year as much fun, or
better than the | ast. Next year, expect
camaraderie, andFUN .

The 2012 Bridge met in December to establish our goals for the year. To give you a taste
we're | ooking at conti nued increasedpaticipatioof n
our local membership base. Expect a personal touch as Rear Commodore, Luis Arce, is
determined to reach out to all of you directly via email to keep you informeettod water
opportunities for rafting, sailing, and more. Plan for quarterly rafts/sailing trips; yeah,
Rear Commodore Arce is on fire.

January 2012 will be a busy time. The 2012 Executive Board KiOkf Meeting is

scheduled for midanuary (Locale to be communicated via email/SailAngle) . Our first
Board meeting is scheduled for 1/23/ 2012
working the details, bigave the datend visit the SMYC website for updates.

| am privileged to be the SMYC Commodore for 2012, as | get to serve all of you as our
club grows to the next level, building on the past successes of past leadership.

SMYC Commodor e

The pessimist complains about the wind,

g{&? the optimist expects it to change,
&Xﬁv\/fq the realist adjusts the sails.

William A. Ward
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Comm. Joe Nunez

The Officers
. _ and
» the Board of Directors
Rear Comm. Luis Arce of the

Santa Margarita Yacht Club
of Camp Pendleton
extend their best wishes
for a
happy holiday season,
a merry Christmas
and a blessed New Year
to all members
of the club.

Treasurer Jim Murtland

Dir. Ken Hallett

Staff Comm. Loie Powell

Dir. and
Newsletter Editor
Secretary Edelgard Rieder

Scott Krefft

Dir. Michael Williams

Photos provided by
Edelgard Rieder
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Please help! éj

Volunteers needed.

Our little club house at Camp Pendleton needs

some tender loving care
to look spectacular on Opening Day.

Various repairs are necessary, painting needs to be done,
the carpet needs to be replaced, curtains should be changed.
The Officers and the Board of Directors are looking for donations
of skilled labor and materials.
A list of the required repairs and improvements
and materials needed will be provided soon.

Rear Commodore Luis Arce

Oceanside Yacht Club i Parade of Lights
Saturday, December 10, 2011

The WILAKUK V, with Skippers Marybeth and Bill Thayer and crew
Donna and Lynn Sturgill, took Third Place in Sailboat category at the
Oceanside Yacht Club Parade of Lights on Saturday evening. It was
a great night with a bright full moon, no fog, no rain, no wind and
plenty of Spicy Hot Cider to go around.

Contributed by
Bill and Marybeth Thayer
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..Charlie

, T Charliei ibwntPhlieanat thesGcedresidet Pier. For
. many years he has been hanging out there to the delight of all
| visitors from near and far. He keeps a keen eye on the fishermen
hoping for the handout of some leftover bait. At the same time he
| does not seem to mind that people edge really close up to him in
- order to have their picture taken with this wild, yet tame and iconic
creature. He deflnltely isa Iocal treasure!

190.000 over the last 25 years as removal of pollutants and other conservation efforts
succeeded.

California brown pelicans weigh between 8 and 10 pounds.
Their body length reaches up to 4 feet, and 6 inches. They
have a wingspan of more than 7 feet. Young pelicans have
brown heads and white bellies, while adults have white heac
During the breeding season between November and June t
male pelican sports a red neck. Pelicans have remarkable S
eyesight and can spot a school of fish or even a single fish &
when flying 60 or 70 feet above the water. The large pouch
below their huge bill can hold three times more fish than thei
belly. Some pelicans have been known to live more than 30
years.

(Photos provided by Edelgard Rieder)

or not £

Some people
scratched their head
WARNING ; in disbelief
when they saw this sign
at the Oceanside Harbor

TWO HOUR BIRTHING LIMIT last month.

skkskokskokokokkokk

Violators may be towed
at owners expense.
All birthing shall be
at your own risk
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Education and Safety

A Most Dramatic Scenario

Please note that the following is not an endorsement of any product, process or item of equipment. In regard to
safety, every sailor must decide for him or herself the measures and equipment that will be the most effective for
the application intended and the individual’s ability to utilize the selected equipment.

This writer emphatically advocates wearing a PFD (life jacket or Personal Flotation Device) whenever on a boat.
I always do so. I virtually will not get underway without one. So how is this statement for a shocker?

PFDs are great! They help the Coast Guard find the bodies.

The dramatic scenario that I refer to in the title of this article is a case where two brothers, one a sailor and one not,
were on a sailboat. The sailor fell overboard, attached to the vessel by a tether. The non-sailor, ignorant of what to do,
or even how to stop the boat, watched helplessly as his brother was dragged through the water, face down, and
drowned in front of his very eyes.

A few cases have happened whereby a sailor has drowned while tethered to a moving boat, unable to pull him or her
self up out of the water, and unable to cut or release the tether. And last July, two very experienced crew members of
the 35 ft. sailboat Wingnutg(in the Chicago Yacht Club Race to Mackinac) were lost when it capsized in a freak
windstorm and they were trapped inside, tethered to the boat. It is said that they also suffered head trauma. Six other
crewmembers were able to un-clip and cling to the overturned hull.

When it comes to safety at sea, e.g. staying on the boat in bad weather, plus being safe when inadvertently thrown from
the boat in the same circumstances, there is no universally correct technique. Best practice at this time seems to be to
wear a PFD, plus wear a harness (perhaps integral to the PFD) that is attached to the boat, via a tether, in rough
weather. But from the above we see that even this is sometimes not enough. How will you get free of the boat if you
are being dragged on a tether that you cannot release because you cannot pull some slack to relieve the tension on the
connecting link and operate the opening mechanism? Will you cut the tether? Will you open a knife, using both hands,
while being dragged face down alongside the boat in cold water? Slim chance. You need some way to release yourself
from the tether with one hand, using no tools. A piece of hardware that holds promise to do this is a quick release snap
shackle. This is the familiar quick disconnect used to attach lines and sails to rigging etc. But even this has limitations.
First, the standard connection to the release pin is a split ring. This ring can elongate and come apart under heavy load.
And one sailor claims that, on his particular shackle, the spring that holds the release pin in place to keep the shackle
closed failed due to corrosion.

The latest thinking on this whole subject seems to be that you need a PFD with a harness tethered to the boat, and the
highest quality quick release shackle you can find, with a swivel, and with a lanyard attached to the release pin, not via
a split ring. And at this time, if you like this idea, it looks like you will have to come up with the release lanyard
yourself.

E. “Mace” Mason, SMYC member
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2012 Youth Award Scholarship

Santa Margarita Yacht Club of Camp Pendleton
is now taking applications
for the 2012 Youth Award Scholarship.

The $100 Gift Certificate pays for boating adventures
with the Del Mar Marina. This is your opportunity to
sponsor a child, grandchild or other eligible youth
between the ages of 8 and 23 to enjoy the
marina facilities for rentals or classes.

Applications are available at the marina.
Or contact Linda Loftis for information:760 632 6321 or lindaloftis@att.net.
The application can also be downloaded from the SMYC website:
www.santamargaritayc.org

Please remember:

Editords Not e:

Il n I ast mont hds article 0
of Glenda and Tom Gardvees too dark to

recognize them. | hope this copy is better.

Editor Edelgard

et



Santa Margarita Yacht Club
B SMYC of Camp Pendleton
W P. O. Box 2043
Oceanside, Ca. 92054
www.santamargaritayc.org

760-725-SAIL (Del Mar Marina Phone}
anchorline@santamargarita.org

January February

Board Meeting
Club Night Out

January 23

] To be determined
anuary 27

Editords Note:
This is just a gentle reminder that you can
unsubscribe
from having the newsletter mailed to you by indicating that on our website.
Doing so would reduce the costs for the club. And you may discover that the
full color version on our website is much more pleasing to look at

than the black and white printed copy mailed to you.
(http://www.santamargaritayc.org/archive_newsletters/newsletters_2011.htm)




